THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

is usually affected by light unless the light is tinted red.
Home had no large experience of complete material-
izations such as were obtained in those days by Miss
Florence Cook, or Madame d'Esperance, or in our
own time, by Madame Bisson's medium, and therefore
he could dispense with complete darkness in his own
ministry. Thus, his opinion was unjust to others.
Again, Home declared roundly that matter could not
pass through matter, because his own phenomena did
not take that form; and yet the evidence that matter
can in certain cases be passed through matter seems
to be overwhelming. Even birds of rare varieties
have been brought into stance rooms under circum-
stances which seem to preclude fraud, and the experi-
ments of passing wood through wood, as shown before
Zollner and the other Leipzig professors, were quite
final as set forth in the famous physicist's account in
" Transcendental Physics " of his experiences with
Slade. Thus, it may count as a small flaw in Home's
character that he decried and doubted the powers
which he himself did not happen to possess.

Some also might count it as a failing that he carried
his message rather to the leaders of society and of life
than to the vast toiling masses. It is probable that
Home had, in fact, the weakness as well as the graces
of the artistic nature and that he was most at ease and
happiest in an atmosphere of elegance and refinement,
with a personal repulsion from all that was sordid and
ill-favoured. If there were no other reason the pre-
carious state of his health unfitted him for any sterner
mission, and he was driven by repeated haemorrhages
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